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Ms. Wanda Hutcheson
Route 1 Box 123K
Lockhart, TX 78644

Dear Ms. Hutcheson:

Federal Communications Commission
Washin2tQn, D.C. 20554 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

~,1 5 1998

R'ECE/VEO
SEP 1 81998

~~~I--

Thank you for your electronic mail message to President Clinton regarding a
"telephone tax" or fee that may be added to some consumers' telephone bills by carriers to
recover their contributions to the universal service support mechanisms. The White House
has asked me to respond to your inquiry.

On May 7, 1997, the Commission adopted a ftrst Report and Order to implement the
Federal-State Joint Board's recommendations on universal service as required by the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 (1996 Act). The Commission established universal service
support mechanisms that fulftll Congress's goal, as stated in Section 254 of the 1996 Act, of
ensuring that affordable, quality telecommunications services are available to all American
consumers, including low income consumers and those located in high cost, rural, and
insular areas. In addition, these mechanisms implement Congress's mandate to ensure the
nation's classrooms and libraries receive access to the vast array of educational resources that
are accessible through the telecommunications network. These support systems also will link
health care providers located in rural areas to urban medical centers so that patients living in
rural America will have access, through the telecommunications network, to the same
advanced diagnostic and other medical services that are enjoyed in urban communities.

The 1996 Act requires all telecommunications carriers that provide interstate
telecommunications services to contribute on an equitable and nondiscriminatory basis to
universal service. The Commission implemented this statutory provision by requiring all
such telecommunications carriers to contribute to the universal service support
mechanisms. Neither Congress, nor the Commission, requires such carriers to pass this
contribution on to their customers. To the contrary, carriers decide how and to what extent
they recover their contributions. Carriers, however, may not mislead customers as to how
they recover contributions and may only recover an equitable share from any particular
customer.

The Commission is monitoring the universal service support mechanisms and their
impact on telephone ratepayers. This issue will be carefully reviewed as the support
mechanisms are administered.
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Your letter has been placed in the official public record of the universal service
proceeding (CC Docket No. 96-45). I appreciate your interest and views on these important
issues.

Sincerely, .

r~t;4-~
KathrYn C. Brown
Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
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THE WHITE HOUSE:

WASH INGTON

DAft ?

MKMORANDUM POR:

PROM:

StmJBCT:

SOl J. SMITH ~M
D!1tBC'l'OR, orFIai OF AGINCY LIAISON

RBFDRAL or WHITE HOUSE BULl MAIL

Thank you for your continued hard work in ensuring respona•• to the
Presidential letters and inquiries forwarded. to your agency. The
volume of mail that the President and Mrs. Clinton r.ceiva still

r l . remains unprecedented.

Please return any misreferrals to me at the following addres.:

Me. SUe J. S1I\i th
Director, Office of Agency Liaison
Room 6, 080a
The White Hous.
Washington, D.C. 20500

If you have any qu••tions, please do not h••itate to call me at
202/456-7486.

Thank you very much.
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What is this scap about the long distance telepbonc OOiI..ues adding charges
to our telepbooe bills for educati0071 I already pay through the nose for
education in the form of PROPER1Y TAXFS. 1be schools arat't even teaching the
chi1dral the basics. And now rm suppose to pay for internet accessl Tell
the FCC or VP Gore or whoever thought up this nonsense to cut it out! AND
stop the teIeptme corrpanies from adding thme charges to my bill. We already
have every CI1IA'Y little charge for every crappy little idea some idiot comes
up with added to our telephone bill. We are being penny and dimed to death.
Stop it.
Wanda Hutcheson
Route 1 Box I23K
Lockhart, Texas 78644


